Life of Pi:  Author’s Note-Chapter 27 

Study Guide p.v -96 
Author’s Note

1. The author explains his original book subject in the introduction.  What was it, and what does Francis Adirubasamy say to him that encourages him to write this novel instead?
2. The author thanks a number of people at the close of the introduction, and it seems that they are, in fact, real people.  What if they aren’t?  What might be the author’s purpose in telling his audience that his story is true, when in fact it is fiction?
Chapter 1

3. What was the main character’s double major in college?
4. How does a three-toed sloth remind him of his fellow religious studies students?  What else does this animal remind him of?
5. Who do you think Richard Parker is?  Why is the narrator so upset over him?

Chapter 2

6. Notice that when the narrative is in the author’s voice, it is written in italics.  Keep this in mind as you read the novel.  How does this change in perspective affect the story?  What do we learn from the author’s perspective?
Chapter 3

7. What is the main character’s name?  Who gave it to him, and what essential skill did he teach the main character?
Chapter 4

8. Explain some of the similarities between running a hotel and a zoo.  What are some of the differences?
9. Pi says that he has heard “as much nonsense about zoos as [he has] about” what other topic?  

10. In Pi’s opinion, why are most people misinformed about the happiness of animals (or lack thereof) in zoos?  How does he compare zoo animals to people who live in their own homes?

Chapter 5

11. This chapter begins with a discussion of the teasing Pi faced because of his name.  Pi makes use of many religious allusions throughout the chapter to explain his points.  Find three of these allusions and explain their significance.
12. What is the popular sport played by Pi’s brother, Ravi, in this chapter?
13. Notice that, when the boys introduce themselves on the first day of class, there are some traditional Indian names (Sampath, Ganapathy, Vipin) and some Anglo-Saxon (Peter, Stanley, Sylvester).   What is it about India’s past that would create such a diversity of names?
14. Pi creates a new identity for himself in this chapter by giving himself a nickname.  How might the symbol for this name/number be symbolic in Pi’s life?  
Chapter 6

15. What do you think motivates Pi to keep all of his cupboards so full that they look like a “reserve of food to last the siege of Leningrad”?
Chapter 7

16. What does Mr. Satish Kumar believe, and why?  What is Pi’s reaction to his beliefs?  
17. In Pi’s opinion, how are people like Mr. Kumar “brothers and sisters of a different faith”?
18. What type of people does Pi have little patience for, and why?  
Chapter 8

19. What is the most dangerous animal in a zoo?  Why?
20. What is the lesson Pi’s father teaches his sons?  How might this information help Pi in his future?
Chapter 9

21. What is the “heart of the art and science of zookeeping?”
22. Why is it important to diminish an animal’s flight distance, and what strategies are used by zookeepers to do so?

Chapter 10

23. Why do animals try to escape from zoos?
24. Why is madness beneficial to all living things, according to Pi?
25. What does an animal hate above all else?  How might the same thing be true for humans?
Chapter 11

26. What’s the point of telling the story about the escaped leopard in this chapter?
27. Pi interrupts himself at the end of the chapter when he says, “And they expected to find—ha! In the middle of a Mexican tropical jungle!”  What do you think Pi’s referring to here?  What might be hiding in the jungle?
Chapter 12

28. Again, Richard Parker is mentioned.  He is someone or something that is very important to Pi’s story.  At this point in the story, who or what do you think he is?

29. This chapter features excellent examples of sensory details to communicate the intensity of the spicy food Pi serves to the author.  What types of sensory details are used in this chapter?
Chapter 13

30. Why will a lion tear into you if you fall into its pit?

31. What must a lion tamer in a circus do to keep the animals in check?  How does this illustrate the importance of social rank in the animal kingdom?
Chapter 14
32. Which types of animals make the greatest attempts to get to know their keepers, and why?
Chapter 15
33. In this chapter, we move away from the mainly scientific, objective background information of Pi’s life to the spiritual, subjective information.  Make a sketch of what you think the interior of Pi’s apartment looks like.  Be sure to include the items mentioned in this chapter.
Chapter 16

34. How was Pi introduced to Hinduism?  What about this religion appeals to him?
35. Another allusion question:  Pi mixes his religious references when he mentions that his faith was “no bigger than a mustard seed”.  See if you can find out what this refers to.

36. Try to explain, as Pi says, “in a holy nutshell”, what Hinduism is all about in less than four sentences.

Chapter 17

37. What little information did Pi know about Christianity before his encounter with the priest?
38. Pi has many questions to ask the priest after he explains the Story behind Christianity.  What is the priest’s simple answer to Pi’s complex questions?
39. What does the priest tell Pi after he asks to become a Christian?
40. How does Pi celebrate becoming a Christian?
Chapters 18 & 19
41. How was Islam’s reputation worse than Christianity’s?
42. What type of exercise does Pi compare Muslim praying to?
Chapter 20

43. What’s the coincidence between the Muslim and Pi’s biology teacher? 
Chapter 21

44. The author takes notes during his meetings with Pi.  At the end of this chapter, he writes about Pi, “[He has] an intellect confounded yet a trusting sense of presence and of ultimate purpose.”  What do you think this means?
Chapter 22

45. What’s the downside of the last words of an atheist or agnostic? 

Chapter 23

46. Pi discovers in this chapter that not everyone shares his open attitude toward religion.  How does this occur?  How do his parents react?  How do the three “wise men” react?
47. What does Pi say that settles the argument?

Chapter 24

48. How does Ravi react to Pi’s situation?  Write about a similar reaction you may have had toward (or received from) someone.
Chapter 25

49. Pi uses the example of a person who ignores an ill widow on the street but gets angry at, for example, people who use God’s name in vain.  What is the problem with this kind of thinking, according to Pi?
50. What does Pi do in order to continue practicing his newfound beliefs?
Chapter 26

51. 51.What does Pi do in order to continue practicing his newfound beliefs?

Chapter 27

52. What is the quote from Gandhi that Pi tells his family, upsetting his father?

Life of Pi:  Ch. 428-39 Study Guide  p.96-132

53. (28)  Pi wanted a prayer rug to help him practice what religion?

54. Why is Pi’s baptism an awkward affair?

55. (29) The narrator states that bad politics is bad for [zoo] business.  Explain.

56. (30)  “The house is more than a box full of icons.  I start noting small signs of conjugal existence.”  What does this mean?  Use a dictionary if necessary.

57. (31)  Why does Pi find it so difficult to recognize Mr. Kumar (the baker)?

58. (32)  Give an example of zoomorphism.  Explain why it occurs.

59. (33)  Who is Richard Parker?  Guess!

60. (34)  Explain the sarcasm in the first two lines of page 111.

61. Describe the difficulties of selling a zoo.

62. Avoiding the first two lines on page 111, explain one other example of humor in chapter 34.
63. (35)  Why does Pi’s mother have such a difficult time leaving?

64.  (36)  How many people live in India?

65. Why does the narrator conclude that this story has a happy ending?

66. (37)  “Ravi was right.  Truly I was to be the next goat.”  How does this relate to events earlier in the story?

67. (38)  In the chronological order of events, which chapter takes place first – 37 or 38?

68. Briefly summarize Pi’s experiences on the sinking ship.

69. (39)  Why is it bad that the zebra missed the tarpaulin?

Life of Pi:  Ch. 40-48 Study Guide  p.132-168

70. (41) What is Pi’s state of mind in this chapter?  Why?
71. (42)  Explain the banana split comment.

72. (42)  What might the spiders and their fate symbolize?

73. (43)  Briefly describe the characteristics of the hyena.

74. (44)  As night falls, what are Pi’s fears?

75. (45)  In your own words, describe Pi’s feelings in regard to the suffering Zebra.

76. As Pi witnesses the lack of interaction between the orangutan and the hyena, what is his comment about nature?

77. (46)  What makes the second night at sea different from the first?  How has Pi’s mental state changed?

78. (47)  What does Pi realize about his relationship with Orange Juice?  Explain.  How can this realization be seen in our own lives?  Give an example.

79. (48)  Briefly explain how Richard Parker received his name?

80. Is the story believable?  Support your answer.

81. What do the zebra, orangutan, and hyena each symbolize?

82. At this point, what might Pi symbolize?  What might Richard Parker symbolize?
Life of Pi:  Ch. 49-56 Study Guide  p.168-204

83. (49) What motivates Pi at the beginning of chapter 49?

84. “To be afraid of this ridiculous dog when there was a tiger about was like being afraid of splinters when trees are falling down.”  Explain this quote in relation to the chapter.

85. (50) What are the dimensions of the boat?

86. Looking down into the boat, sketch it based on the description in chapter 
87. Decipher the last paragraph of chapter 50.

88. (51) How long will Pi’s food rations last?  How long will his water rations last?

89. (52) List the 10 most important items on Pi’s list.

90. (53) Pi uses what materials to build his raft?  Do you feel this will work?  Explain.

91. What is Pi’s pledge on page 186?  What does he learn about himself?

92. (54) What is a war of attrition?  Do you think it will work?  Explain.

93. (55) What has been decided about Plan Number Six?  Why?

94. (56) What is Pi saying about fear in the last paragraph of chapter 56?

Life of Pi:  Ch. 57-62 Study Guide  p.204-239

95. Define the term irony.  Explain the irony of this story. 

96. What major idea did Pi come to realize?  Review & write at least one lesson that Pi learned as a child which will help him now.

97. What is one reason that Pi is glad about Richard Parker?

98. What was not addressed in the survival manual?  Suppose that you were lost in the woods.  What five items do you think would be most important to your survival? Assume that anything having to do with technology isn’t available.

99. How does survival start, according to Pi?

100.  What part of the boat did Pi hope to make his own?  
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101. To what did Pi compare Tokyo at rush hour?  Define metaphor.  Revise Pi’s   description so that it is a metaphor.  Define simile.  Revise Pi’s description so that it is a simile.

102. Why did Pi recoil in horror?  Choose one thing that would make you feel the way Pi did.  Describe it.

Life of Pi:  63-77  p.239-271

103. What was one key to Pi’s survival?  List according to order of importance the different tasks that kept Pi busy.

104.   What did Pi do when it rained?

105.   What proved to be Pi’s most valuable fishing equipment?  Define the term.


106. How did Pi’s sleep pattern change?  Consider the reasons for this.  List five possibilities.

i. 1.

ii. 2.

iii. 3.

iv. 4.

v. 5.

107. What did Pi mean when he said, “From a single smell a whole town arose”?  Imagine a pleasant aroma that reminds you of a special time, place, or person.  Describe it below.

108. What was Pi’s greatest wish outside of salvation?

109. What does Pi think is the best way to “spread the faith”?  Think of and list at least three different ways through which faith can be spread.

vi. 1.

vii. 2.

viii. 3.

110. How did Pi remind himself of creation and his place in it?

Life of Pi:  78-89 p.271-303

111. The author of Life of Pi, Yann Martel, very thoroughly describes the sky at the beginning of chapter 78.  List below five of the descriptions.  Then, explain why Martel might have gone on and on with his description.

112. At one point when Pi was telling about the sharks that from time to time appeared, he said, “The main nuisance of sharks was that they made being in the water risky, like trespassing on a property where there’s a sign saying Beware of the Dog.  Otherwise, I grew quiet fond of sharks.  They were like curmudgeonly old friends who would never admit that they liked me yet came round to see me all the time.”

113. Based on the context clues, what do you think the term curmudgeonly means?

114. Besides the ability to make Richard Parker sick, Pi was in charge because:

115. What was Pi’s most constant source of anxiety?

116. What in the following sentence makes it an example of personification?

117. “The clouds looked as if they were stumbling along before the wind, frightened.”

118. What is it in the lines that follow that help build a feeling of suspense?

119. “There were four hooks left to catch.  I slipped a hand through the opening and worked the rope.  With each hook done, it was getting harder to get the next.  I managed two.  Two hooks left.  The boat was rushing upwards in a smooth and unceasing motion.  The incline was over thirty degrees.  I could feel myself being pulled down towards the stern.  Twisting my hand frantically I succeeded in catching one more hook with the rope.  It was the best I could do.”

120. Contrast the time that Pi killed his first fish with when he killed a masked booby.  Explain how the situations were different.

121. “I broke its neck by leveraging its head backwards, one hand pushing up the beak, the other holding the neck.  The feathers were so well attached that when I started pulling them out, skin came off – I was not plucking the bird; I was tearing it apart.”

122. What could not have made as much noise as a bolt of lightening? 

123. Why was Pi’s close encounter with electrocution and third-degree burns one of the few times he felt genuine happiness?

Life of Pi:  Chapters 90-91  p.303-322

124. What ails Pi and Richard Parker?  Why?
125. When Pi resoles to die, what “sad conclusion” does he arrive at?  Why is this so significant to Pi?
126. What is peculiar about the stranger Pi encounters?  Who could he be?
127. .Pi wonders if the stranger has ever killed a man.  Has he?  Who and why?
128. The stranger tells Pi, “The very definition of an animal.  That’s all you are.”  What does Pi think about this statement?  What do you think personally?
129. Pi declares, “Misery loves company, and madness calls it forth.”  How might this explain the encounter with the stranger?
130. What struggle occurs between Pi and the stranger?  Why?
131. How does Pi get his sight back?  What disturbing sight does he see?
132. What is a chimera?
133. Describe the island; draw and label a picture as you would imagine it to look.
134. What is a meerkat?  Draw and label a picture as you would imagine one to look.
135. This is a book about faith, and Pi admits “there will be many who disbelieve the episode.”  What is your reaction to what has occurred on the island thus far?
Life of Pi:  Chapters 92 – 94   p.322-362

136. What are the behavioral patterns of the meerkats?  How do they react to Pi and Richard Parker?
137. What is peculiar about the pond Pi finds?  Is this physically possible (you may want to investigate)?  
138. Why is Pi concerned that the relationship between he and Richard Parker will change?  What does Pi do to combat this changing relationship with Richard Parker?
139. How do the human beings in your world reflect the animal behavior observed by Pi?   What do Pi’s strategies for dealing with Richard Parker teach us about confronting the fearsome creatures in our lives?

140. What is strange about the fruit that Pi finds?
141. The pond, night experiment, and tree all help to solve the mystery of this island.  What does Pi discover about the island?
142. This floating island meerkat episode is an interesting turn.  What is the significance of this addition to the story?
143. Overall, how do Pi and Richard Parker change after they arrive on the island? 
144. What makes Pi decide to leave the island?  How does he prepare for his voyage?
145. How does Pi cope with the remainder of his journey?
146. Where does Pi finally reach land?  What happens to Richard Parker when his boat hits the beach?
147. What makes Pi weep like a child?
148. Who finds Pi?  Where do they bring him?
Life of Pi:  Chapters 97-100  p.365-401

149. Who are Mr. Tomohiro Okamoto and Mr. Atsuro Chiba?  Why do they visit Pi?  What do they hope to accomplish?

150. How would you describe the interviewers Mr. Tomohiro Okamoto and Mr. Atsuro Chiba?  How do they treat Pi?  How do they respond to Pi’s behavior?
151. What is significant about the floating bananas episode?  How could this relate to the larger story?
152. What is the story about the bonsai master?  How does this relate to the larger story?
153. What evidence is provided that supports or does not support the story about the animals?  How do the interviewers respond to the animal story?
154. Mr. Okamoto declares, “This boy is a tough nut to crack.  Do something!”  What makes Pi such difficult interviewee?  What do the men do to “crack him”?
155. Why does Pi tell another story without animals?  What is this other story?
156. What parallels are there between the animal story and the non-animal story?  Does either story account for the sinking of the ship?
157. In light of the “story without animals,” how does this change your views of Pi and his ordeal?  What is the “deeper truth” to his survival?  Is either of the versions actually “the truth”?  
158. Pi tells the interviewers, “I told you two stories that account for the 227 days in between.”  In his interview with these disbelieving ship officials, Pi is forced to tell a more credible account.  He asks which story they prefer, “Since it makes no factual difference to you and you can’t prove the question either way, which story do you prefer?  Which is the better story…?”  Which do you think the interviewers prefer?  Which do you personally prefer?
159. In the end, there is a copy of the report written by Mr. Okamoto.  Which story does he choose in the end?  How does this choice reflect the themes of the novel?
Life of Pi:  Post Reading  
160. Besides the loss of his family and possessions, what else did Pi lose when the Tsimtsum sank?  What did he gain?
161. One reviewer said the novel contains hints of The Old Man and the Sea, and Pi himself measures his experience in relation to history’s most famous castaways.  What maritime novel or film does Life of Pi remind you of?  How are the two similar and/or different?
162. Nearly everyone experiences a turning point that represents the transition from youth to adulthood, albeit seldom as traumatic as Pi’s.  What event marks your coming of age?
163. How does the grown-up version of Pi contrast with his little-boy scenes?
164. Is Life of Pi a tragedy, romance, or comedy?  Is Pi an archetypal literary hero or an anomaly?
165. “This story has a happy ending.”  Martel’s author note and his references to the real surviving Pi living happily in Montreal throughout the tale.  What are the author’s intentions with these apparently factual references to how he came by the story and met the character?  Does the story have a happy ending?  Why or why not?
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